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Sumner Hill Association


Sumner Hill Association By-Laws

As amended on September 21, 2011
ARTICLE I
Description

The name of this association shall be the Sumner Hill Association. For the purposes of this association, the Sumner Hill district shall be defined as that part of Jamaica Plain bounded by South Street from Sedgwick Street to Centre Street, by Centre Street from South Street to Seaverns Avenue, by Seaverns Avenue from Centre Street to Gordon Street, by Gordon Street from Seaverns Avenue to the Southwest Corridor, by the Southwest Corridor from Gordon Street to Williams Street, by Williams Street from the

Southwest Corridor to Carolina Avenue, by Carolina Avenue from the Southwest Corridor to John A. Andrew Street, by John A. Andrew Street from Carolina Avenue to Sedgewick Street, by Sedgewick Street from John A. Andrew Street to South Street and all additional households on the aforementioned sections of Seaverns Avenue, Gordon Street, Carolina Avenue and Sedgewick Street.
ARTICLE II
Object

The purposes of the association shall be to foster community, to respect and preserve the historic, residential character of the neighborhood, to help maintain a safe environment for our residents, and to provide a forum for the discussion of issues related (but not restricted) to zoning and development within the association boundaries and contiguous areas.

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

Any person owning a home or residing in the Sumner Hill district shall be eligible for membership either in person or by an appointed representative.

ARTICLE IV
Directors and Officers

The board of directors shall consist of up to eleven directors.  Officers of the association shall include any such officers as determined by the board of directors, and may include a president, a first vice-president, a second vice-president, a treasurer, a secretary, and six directors.  All offices shall be held by members of the board of directors.  

ARTICLE V
Elections

Section 1

All directors and officers of the association shall be elected by ballot (majority vote), acclamation, or consensus at the annual meeting, and shall hold office for one year or until their successors are elected. Any vacancy on the board of directors, and any vacant office, shall be filled for the unexpired term at the next regular or special meeting or the board, upon notice duly given.

Section 2

A member who has served two consecutive years as president shall be ineligible for re-election the following year.

ARTICLE VI
Duties of Officers

Section 1

The president shall preside at all meetings of the association and of the board of directors, and shall perform such other duties as properly belong to this office.

Section 2

In the event of the absence, disability or refusal to act of the president, then the first vice-president shall perform the duties of the president; in the event of the absence, disability or refusal to act of the president and the first vice-president, then the second vice-president shall perform the duties of the president.

Section 3

The treasurer shall collect all moneys due the association and issue receipts as needed. He or she shall disburse moneys under the direction of the board of directors. The treasurer shall keep an accurate account of the finances of the association and shall make a report of the same at each annual meeting, and once each month to the board directors if they so request.

Section 4

The secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of each meeting of the association and of the board of directors and shall issue all notices of their meetings. The secretary shall conduct the correspondence of the association and shall keep a list of its members. In the secretary’s absence a secretary pro tempore shall be chosen from among the other board members.

ARTICLE VII
Meetings of the Association

Section 1

The annual meeting of the association shall be held in the spring, the specific date to be designated annually by the board of directors.

Section 2

A notice of each regular meeting of the association shall be sent via e-mail and/or published in the local newspapers and/or delivered to each member by the secretary or his/her designee(s) at least seven days before the date of said meeting.

Section 3

Special meetings of the association may be called at any time by the board of directors. Advance notice of at least three days shall be given to the membership. No business shall be acted upon at any special meeting other than that specified in the notice of such meeting.

Section 4

Twenty-five members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of association business.

Section 5

The proceedings of association meetings shall be governed and conducted according to Robert’s Rules of Order or another decision-making system decided upon by the president and agreed upon by the board members prior to the meeting.

ARTICLE VIII
Meetings of the Directors

Section 1

The board of directors shall hold a regular meeting once each month except in the months of July and August. 

Section 2

A majority of all currently existing board members shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.  At any meeting at which a quorum is present, action of the board may be taken by a majority of those board members present at such meeting. 

Section 3

Special board meetings may be called by any two members of the board, upon reasonable notice by the secretary to all members of the board.

Section 4

The proceedings of the board shall be governed and conducted according to Robert’s Rules of Order or another decision-making system decided upon by the president and agreed upon by the board members.

ARTICLE IX
Term and Dues

Section 1

The membership year shall follow the association’s fiscal year, running from January 1 to December 31 annually. Membership dues for the upcoming year are payable each year at the annual meeting of the association. The dollar amount of the dues for the year will be set by the board of directors prior to the annual meeting.

Section 2

Inability to pay membership dues will not exclude any resident of the Sumner Hill district from becoming a member of and participating in the business and activities of the Association.

ARTICLE X
Amendments

The articles may be amended as follows: ten members of the association may propose any amendment to these by-laws by stating the amendment in written or electronic form, and delivering the same to the secretary. The secretary shall then publish the amendment in printed and/or electronic form, along with the names of those who proposed it, upon the notice of the next meeting. The proposed amendment shall be voted upon at that meeting, and if it then receives the affirmative vote of two thirds of the members present and voting, it shall be adopted. These by-laws as a whole shall not be suspended except by a unanimous vote of the members present and voting.
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